
Dear New Mexico Public Health Association Members,

As we enter the 2023 Legislative Session, the New Mexico Public Health Association (NMPHA)
has a critical opportunity to choose its legislative priorities based on our mission, vision,
Acknowledgement of Ancestral Lands and racial justice values, and ongoing close partnerships.

Over the last six months, NMPHA staff has worked to gather information about opportunities for
advocacy in the 2023 session from our membership, Board, close community partners, and participants
in the 2022 Policy Forum. We are grateful to be part of a dedicated community of advocates in New
Mexico working toward health equity and racial justice, and considered many worthy legislative items.

The leadership of the NMPHA Executive & Policy Committees has approved the following top
legislative priorities for our active support during the 2023 session:

● Paid Family Medical Leave Act (sponsor & bill # TBD)
NMPHA advocated for the study of PFML via Senate Memorial 1 in the 2022 Legislative
Session and, with the expressed guidance of the Board of Directors, NMPHA staff participated in
the multi-racial, community-based PFML Task Force to shape plan design. The Paid Family
Medical Leave Act creates opportunities for working families to take maternity leave, care for
family members, and remain employed throughout illness, domestic violence incidents, and other
family emergencies. The Southwest Women’s Law Center is the lead advocate for this initiative;
please read more about the PFML Act here.

● Medicaid Forward Act (sponsor & bill # TBD)
The Medicaid Forward Act, created by the BIPOC-led coalition NM Together 4 Healthcare,
develops public healthcare options by using existing federal law to open up Medicaid's income
cap, let individuals and families buy into the Medicaid program, and use new federal revenue
associated with new enrollees to increase provider reimbursement rates. To ensure the feasibility
of this initiative, the Human Services Department will be tasked with thoroughly studying new
costs and federal revenue associated with this initiative, the provider reimbursement rates needed
to make this initiative possible, and other logistics. Medicaid Forward would allow New Mexico
to lead the nation in reforms that lower healthcare costs and shape the movement for affordable,
quality healthcare for all. Please see this Op-Ed in the Santa Fe New Mexican regarding
Medicaid Forward.

● HB 49: County and Tribal Health Council Funding (Sponsors: Rep. Allison & Rep.
Thomson)
New Mexico is one of only five states with a centralized public health system that lacks local and
county health departments. County and tribal health councils play a critical role in the public
health infrastructure of New Mexico, particularly for rural and Indigenous communities, by

https://swwomenslaw.org/paid-family-medical-leave-act/
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/my_view/save-lives-and-money-with-medicaid-forward/article_ee78f158-7cce-11ed-86f3-87c306e773a7.html


connecting NMDOH to local communities and supporting community-driven initiatives to
promote wellbeing and assess local strengths and challenges. Full funding for health councils
supports capacity development and strengthening of these crucial links in our public health
infrastructure. NMPHA is a longstanding close partner of the NM Alliance of Health Councils,
which is the lead organization on this initiative. Read more about the bill here.

NMPHA will be playing a supportive role to the larger organizations leading each of these initiatives.
We are committed to being a collaborative and strategic partner.

How you can make a difference this session:

During the legislative session, NMPHA staff will hold weekly legislative update meetings on Tuesdays
at 8:30am to share information about priority legislation, partnerships, and opportunities for member
advocacy. Members and strategic legislative partners are welcome to attend these sessions. Please sign
up for invitations to these sessions here.

We’d love to partner with you to contact your legislators about NMPHA’s priorities throughout the
session. Please share your contact information and legislative representatives via this form, and we
will reach out to you when opportunities for advocacy arise.

We’d also love for you to join us for Public Health Day at the NM State Capitol on Tuesday, February
21st. Please register here.

Thank you again for being a part of the NMPHA family. We look forward to working with you to
advance health equity and racial justice this session!

Warmly,

Tessa Abeyta
Co-Executive Director, NMPHA
tessa.abeyta@nmpha.org / (575) 644-4615

Leah Sanchez
Co-Executive Director, NMPHA
leah.sanchez@nmpha.org / (505) 414-1500

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/23%20Regular/bills/house/HB0049.pdf
https://forms.gle/mm4FUBe48hGPttgr5
https://forms.gle/Fn8HiNPtqnX4uE4Q7
https://nmpha.wildapricot.org/event-5067901

