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355 Diseases

15 Diseases

44%  56%  

Citation:  Kenneth Thorpe et al.. ñWhich Medical Conditions Account  For The Rise In Health Care Spending?ò  

Health Affairs, 10.1377, web exclusive.  

A Majority of  

Costly Conditions are Preventable  

É Medical spending increased by $199 billion (1987-2000) 

É 15 diseases account for 56% of this increase 



A Different Way  

to Think about Health Care  

 





ñThe last time 

we looked in the 

book, the 

specific therapy 

for malnutrition 

was food.ò 

Jack Geiger, MD 





Medical Equipment  



�³�6�L�P�S�O�\���S�X�W�����L�Q���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���U�D�G�L�F�D�O���V�K�L�I�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
prevention and public health, we will not be successful in 

containing medical costs or improving the health of the 
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